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Hello and Merry Christmas!

Thanks for joining our journey through the Star Trek library. | hope you
will enjoy it. The purpose of this Newsletter is to keep you informed about
the books discussions on the website and books that will be out soon.

All of you can hand in new articles as you wish or suggest topics for the
website or the next newsletter. For this first one | worked together with
DianaG and CaptJTK. They are great friends and as a matter of fact we
three started this club. This is how it all began: some sunday chats on
MSN and me trying to get a website running.

For this issue we decided to start the Reader’s Choice section with the
latest book out of William Shatner’s Star Trek books. He wrote 6 books
before and we have read all of them and want to discuss the 7", “Captain’s
Peril”. You will find a summary (which you shouldn’t read before reading
the book) and some more information about the book, the timeline where
to put it and the authors. We put together as much as we could find about
that.

For the What about the other series? we chose a few other books that don’t
belong to the same series as the Reader’s Choice book. So if you want you
can send us articles about your favourite books for this section. This won't
exclude books that aren’t novels! So if anyone read I'm working on that or
Physics of Star Trek you can do articles about those books as well for
example.

We herewith encourage you to write as many articles as you can and be
an active part of our “Star Trek — Book Reading Club”. I am planning to
keep up the sections that you can find in this issue within the next
newsletters and happily add new ones if some of you suggest interesting
sections that can be added. You can always contact us by sending e-mails
or using the board on the website (http:/ / www.trekclubs.com). Please just
post on the bookclub board if you want to provide articles for the next
newsletter! This we should keep as exclusive club special.

But for now enjoy our first issue!! (I'm sorry that it took so long!)

Anja Stenke

(Website Administrator)
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Reader’s Choice

Captain’s Peril
by William Shatner and
Judith and Garfield
Reeves-Stevens
Hardcover: 0743448197 RIS/
Paperback: 0671021281

Before analysing a book it's
certainly good to give a short
summary:

In fact there are two stories told
at the same time. The frame story
is the one where Captain Kirk and
Captain  Picard go skydiving.
Everything starts with skydiving
over Bajor... Captain Kirk gets
problems and can’t hold the
course anymore and Picard tries
to follow him in order to help.
Then both land in the middle of
nowhere in a desert on Bajor.

Of course they don’t want to sit
there waiting for a rescue team
and start walking. While they
march through the desert Kirk
tells Picard a story, a mission that
he was on with his old Enterprise.

After some time a Bajoran finds
them by incident and brings them
to a camp of archaeologists, the
camp they had indeed planned to
visit. They give them the
possibility to rest and help Kirk
with his knee that he injured
when he crash-landed.

But in the camp there s
something that doesn’t seem to be
right. First suspicious fact is that
it seems to be illogical that one of
them drives into the desert alone
in order to find the person who
killed Professor Nilan. So it’s no
wonder that Corrin Tal is the first

suspect on the list. In the camp
there is as well the cook, Lara,
whose daughter is sick.

Kirk and Picard at once start
trying to find out what really
happened. First of all they find
out that the communications
equipment is broke and offer to
try repairing it. But when Picard
wants to see Nilan’s body Corrin
Tal shows that he has big interest
in not letting him do so. Nilan
died when he tried to place a
power cell into a converter for
recharging and was transtated
because the cell was sabotaged.

After Nilan’s burial Kirk and
Picard meet Professor Aku Sale,
with  whom Picard had been
corresponding for a few years.
With him are Dr. Rowhn I'deer
who worked with Nilan for some
time and Sedge Nirra who helped
fund the dig. Within a
conversation Rowhn says she
thinks Corrin  Tal is Nilan’s
murderer but the others think it
was an accident.

The next day Kirk and Picard go
with the scientist. They use a boat
to get on the Inland Sea going to
the buoys marking the walls and
roads below. There Kirk gets a
lecture in  Bajoran religious
beliefs. So he learns about B’ath
b’Etel who wanted to keep a Tear
of the Prophets for himself. B’ath
h’Ram returned it to the Temple
but the Bajoran people were
denied this Tear. That's because a
sin against the Prophets brings
harm to yourself and all members
of the community.

Sedge Nirra explains to the
Captains that the dig in the
Inland Sea delivered tabulations
and bills that will help getting an
idea about life at that place as it



was many years ago. He tells
them as well that Avden Lara
blamed Professor Nilan for the
state of her daughter who
suffered of a rare disease. Then
suddenly there is a disruptor
beam hitting Sedge’s chest. Kirk
and Picard save their lives
jumping from the boat into the
water. In the water there is
something pulling them down.
While Kirk can reach the surface
Picard seems to be drowning.

Two men from the camp come to
rescue Kirk who convinces them
of searching for Picard. But both
men never come back. No one
believes Kirk when he tells them
of the disruptor beam. Kirk gets
the idea that there is a secret
being kept from him. So in the
end he asks Corrin Tal to join him
for a dive.

They find a cave in the Sea and
Picard who is still alive. Some big
creature had taken him to this
cave, a place where there is
enough air to breath. Corrin then
turns out to be one of the bad
guys and is later shot by Kirk.
Then suddenly Corrin’s body is
beamed out of the cave and Sedge
Nirra appears, alive. Sedge then
explains everything: He is a
Cardassian and Corrin Tal was
working for him during the
occupation. Nilan had to die
because he tried to hide an Orb
from Sedge that he had located in
Bar'trila.

Captain’s Peril is the 7" book in a
series of Trek novels by William
Shatner and Judith and Garfield
Reeves-Stevens. This month the
8" book Captain’s Blood followed.
Here is a short overview what the

other books told us about Kirk’s
life after his five-year mission:

Everything begins with Kirk
planning to retire from Starfleet.
But again an alien beauty crosses
his way and talks him into his
next adventure, but this time not
as Starfleet Captain. Teilani needs
his help defending her home
planet. Kirk can’t refuse when he
sees what ship she got for him:
The Enterprise.

After defending her planet Kirk
leaves her again for his next
mission.

After the happenings in
Generations where Kirk died on
Veridian Il a Romulan ship

beams his remains out of the
grave. On the ship a Borg
machine revives him. Part of the
Romulan crew already is
assimilated at that time. The plan
iIs to wuse Kirk against the
Federation, of course the Borg
don’t tell the Romulans that they
will as well assimilate them.

What they can’t know is that Kirk
falls in the hands of the Next
Generation Crew and Dr. Bashir,
who can give him back his
memories.

Later Kirk finds out that on the
planet where he left Teilani broke
out a bad disease. But he finds a
cure and goes there to find her
and help her planet. And then the
Mirror Universe Saga starts. |
think that’'s the weakest part of
the whole story. Kirk who
successfully rescued Teilani and
her people settles down with her
and wants to marry her. So far so
good. But Kirk can’t marry! Have
you ever noticed? On their
wedding day a child that doesn’t
belong there injures Teilani and
she later dies because Kirk can’t
get the medicine in time. On his



mission trying to get it he meets
again the mirror universe Spock
and his counterpart Tiberius who
doesn’t want to give him what he
needs.

You get a lot of information about
what happened in the mirror
universe between the beaming
accident in the episode “Mirror,
Mirror” and the 24" century. We
as well meet the mirror universe
counterparts for Captain Janeway
and her crew and Picard’s crew.

In the end Teilani dies but her
unborn child survives. Kirk is
now a father. And that is indeed a
change. His son, Joseph, is still
alive at the end of the story told in
Captain’s Peril. Wonder when this
will be “corrected”?

In the series of novels Captain’s
Peril is special. Not just in the
choice of its setting, but in its way
of storytelling as well. How many
books do you know that tell two
stories in one? | don't know any
other book that does. And here
it’'s done very well. What kind of
stories do we have? We have a
usual Original Series story, the
one that Kirk is telling. The point
of view in those parts of the book
switches from Kirk’'s to the
watching position within a few
sentences.

As you can see by reading the
short summary of the book the
main story is some kind of crime
story. Our two heroes land in a
desert and run into a big riddle.
Who is the murderer? Why and
how was the Professor murdered?
Or is he really dead? All those
guestions have an answer and
you won't get them till the end. Of
course Kirk and Picard run from
one dangerous situation into the
next and always get out of it. So

far this book is a usual Star Trek
novel.

The unusual part of the book is
certainly the integration of the
Mandylion Rift story. There Kirk
has the order to find a ship and
make the first contact. Of course
Starfleet wants to be faster than
other planets and so there is a
race for that ship. In the end they
find out that the commander of
that alien ship wants them
fighting with the other ships, till
one of them is destroyed! How far
should they go? That's the
question.

| think that connection of two
stories makes the book special.
It's a new way of storytelling and
everyone should have a look at
that. When | noticed that beside
the prologue/ epilogue that
usually are the frame story giving
some kind of setting or an
additional suggestion there was
another inbound story | was a bit
confused. But after rereading |
think the stories really fit together
and became one with each other.
(Where did | hear that before? ;-))

When | was reading the book |
saw me asking myself where |
would put the story. Deep Space
Nine because the main part
happens on Bajor? Maybe. But
who are the main characters?
Kirk and Picard. That would make
it a Next Generation or Original
Series one, wouldn't it?

After thinking about it a bit longer
| think | would place it
somewhere between The Next
Generation and Deep Space Nine.
At least the timeline would fit.
Kirk was revived after Generations
by the Borg in the novel The



Return. So we are in the 24"
century now. Kirk has a son and
a new friend, Picard. Picard and
Deep Space Nine | would put into
one time. While the Enterprise-D
was exploring space, Deep Space
Nine existed and the next series
told the story of that station.

In this novel we have as well the
mission of the original crew. That
is an Original Series plot without
guestion. But we can’t call a book
about cooking a joke book just
because of one joke every 10
pages...

But if you go and watch for the
book in a bookstore or at Amazon,
where do we find it? Right — The
Original Series. Might be because
they want to have all Shatner
books together, or they see the
name and say “Well... that must
be Original Series, it's written by
William Shatner!”

Additional info
The first 6 novels in theright order:

Ashes of Eden
The Return
Avenger

Spectre
Dark Victory
Preserver

What about the other
series? Your favourite
Books

"len Working On That"
A Trek from Science
Fiction To Science Fact

by William Shatner and
Chip Walters

Hardcover: 067104737X
Paperback: 0671047388

Written on theinside book flap:

"Beam Me up Scotty."(TM)

"During the 1960®, in an age when
the height of technology was a
crackly transistor radio, Star Trek
envisioned a time when
communication devices worked with
out wires.”

"Working."

Computers of the decade took up
entire climate controlled rooms and
belonged only to the Government and
a few very large corporations. Yet
Captain Kirk had one small enough to
sit on top of his desk - and talked
back to him.

"Ahead, Warp factor 2"

While man still hadn® walked on the
moon, the crew of the STARSHIP
ENTEPRISE (TM) travelled between
star systems faster than the speed of
light. It® crew was able to walk on
other worlds."

Does any of this sound familiar?
Now in the year 2003 we have
wireless cell phones, personal
PC@ and laptops, and other
computers for the home, and we
have walked on themoon and
travelled distances in the space
shuttle.



William Shatner and Chip Walters
explore the advances in science
and fact since Star Trek came to
life in 1966 - 1968. Medical,
scientific and educational
advances have enabled us to have
a better quality of life, and to be
able to discover our universe in a
more less complex way.

With new technology, we now will
be seeing a future android like
Data in Star Trek — The Next
Generation, or a transporter to
beam us here and there. "Nurse
Bots", "Nurse" robots, have been
met with great success in nursing
homes where they had been tried
and tested among patients.
Communicators have been
brought to life by the invention of
cell phones, and even warp drive
may be a reality some day.

With humour, straight
forwardness and a sense of
wonder, William Shatner and
Chip Walter explore our "Trek"
like world with a great sense of we
are "Going where no man has
gone before." every day. It was
well worth the reading, and was
an educational read at that.

Out of a rating of one to ten stars
| give it aten! ** * x * %% %%

Book flap excerpts by Pocket books TM

The Next Generation

Immortal Coil
by Jeffrey Lang

Paperback: 0743405927

On Galor IV a new android
prototype is developed by
scientists Waslowick and Maddox.
Maddox had tried to get

permission to disassemble Data
for producing more Datas but
Picard successfully protected
Data (The Next Generation,
Season 2, “The measure of a
man”).

When they want to test their new
creation an explosion destroys the
laboratory and the prototype
burying the scientists under
debris. Maddox survives and
manages to leave one word
written in blood before he falls
unconscious: Data. So the
Enterprise approaches the planet
and Data begins to suspect that
this wasn’t an accident.

Research leads to a station that is
guarded by androids that even
Data can't defeat. The team
escapes in the last second but a
large fleet of Android ships
attacks the Enterprise.

Rhea, the new security officer on
board the Enterprise, takes Data
to a secret basis where he meets
Waslowick who was believed
dead. He learns that Rhea was
the prototype they have been
looking for.

In this book Data’'s emotions are
the main topic. So he falls in love
with Rhea and as a being who
doesn’t know anything about the
concept of love. So there are some
questions that he has to ask that
let the reader laugh a bit, but if
you think about it you wonder
how little we think about it.

The flashbacks that explain the
relationship between Soong and
Waslowick giving additional
details about the Androids as well
make the storyline a bit
confusing. The book starts with
the story how they found the
androids. Then you can read the
main story and when you finally



come near the solution there is
another flashback part.

But the book is still very good and
certainly interesting to people who
like Data and want to know more
about Maddox and his androids.
In the series we don’t hear much
more after Picard defended Data
of being disassembled.

It's not a flat story where you
know the end from the beginning.
It's packed with action and you
will feel like trapped in a
labyrinth.

The Original Series
Errand of Vengeance: River of

Blood
by Kevin Ryan

Paperback: 0743446003

A war against the Klingon Empire
seems to be inevitable. So the
Enterprise is to guard a vital star
base located perilously near to
Klingon space. When a Klingon
battle cruiser appears an equally
deadly danger comes from within
Kirk@ crew: Klingon infiltrators,
Klingons that look like humans
because of surgeries. Of course
Kirk can protect the star base
though he loses a lot of crew
members in a big fight on board
the star base (the number of the
star base changed from page to
page in my copy, a typo or more?).

| read this book on my vacation at
the beach. | was so concentrated
on the book that | nearly forgot
about the sun that burned my
skin. If you are looking for an
action packed story this is
definitely a good choice. But it®
just the third book in a series.

The other two are “The Edge of
the Sword” and “Killing Blow”.

This story has a lot to do with the
Klingons. And this time Klingons
attack from within as terrorists
looking like their enemy. Might let
you think of terroristic attacks
like we unfortunately have them
in these days.

On some pages Yyou might
remember having read a sentence
before which confused me a bit
when | read it but it® still a good
story. Just ignore this and you
will have fun.

Star Trek and Sacred Ground:
Explorations of Star Trek,
Religion and American Culture

By Jennifer E.Porter and Darcee L. McLaren,
Editors

The Book goes where no man has
gone before, exploring the inner
workings of man, instead of out
side and what his/ her beliefs are
in the Star trek world.

What does Star Trek, and it®
creator Gene Roddenberry have in
common with God? Why did Gene
want to extinguish and revelence
or reality of God in the first and
second Trek series?

| think most of those questions
were answered, and also shows
how God did make His way into
Trek whether in a good or
negative light. Also new age made
it®@ way into the shows, as well as
made up religions, as the Bajoran
beliefs, the Klingon faith of
Khaless, and even Data, who
wants to be human, even has
some input on what faith means
to him in his journey of life.



This book answers more
guestions than it raises, and lets
man explore his inner self as he
explores the outer Space of Star
Trek Sacred Ground.

Book News and Facts

Where and when to get the
books discussed in this issue?

All books discussed in this issue
you can get from Amazon or
directly from Simon and
Schuster. You can order them
using links from the
trekclubs.com homepage without
having to search the Amazon
websites. | will add them as soon
as possible. Another place, where
you can find some of them (but
you will have to search a bit, it’s
nothing for people without
patience), is e-bay. But there you
can’t be sure you will find and get
it.

Now have a look at the release
dates of the newest books. | got a
list for spring 2004 from the
Simon and Schuster website.

December, 1%, 2003

Captain’s Blood

by William Shatner and Judith and
Garfield Reeves-Stevens

ISBN: 0-671-02129-X

February 2004

I@n working on that (Paperback)
by William Shatner with Chip Walter
ISBN: 0-671-04738-8

Star Trek — Captain® Peril
(Paperback)

by William Shatner and Judith and
Garfield Reeves-Stevens
ISBN: 0-671-02128-1

Star Trek: The Next Generation
A Time to be born
by John Vornholt

The story is set between Star Trek IX
and X. The Enterprise is suspected of
destroying a fellow Starfleet vessel and
so the crew is trying to win back their
honour in Starfleet.

ISBN: 0-7434-6765-5

March 2004

Star Trek: The Next Generation

A Time to die
by John Vornholt

This is a Sequel to “A Time to be born™.
ISBN: 0-7434-6766-3

Star Trek: Starfleet Corps of

Engineers Foundations

by Kevin Dilmore and Dayton Ward

A crisis makes clear that the Engineers
are more important to the defence of the
Federation than people thought.

ISBN: 0-7434-8300-6

April 2004

Star Trek: Vulcan® Soul — Exodus
by Josepha Sherman and Susan
Shwartz

This is a sequel to Vulcan® Forge and
Vulcan® Heart. A bloody war between an
offshoot of Vulcans and the Romulan
Empire: Ambassador Spock, his wife
Saavik and members of Kirk@ crew try to
put an end to it.

ISBN Numbers:

Vulcan’s Soul: 0-7434-6356-0

Vulcan’s Forge: 0-671-00927-3

Vulcan’s Heart: 0-671-01545-1

Star Trek Crosswords: Book 3
edited by John M. Samson

As the title says, it's Crosswords with
Star Trek as main topic for the guessing.
You can get Book 1 and Book 2 as well.
Book 3 has 64 pages.

ISBN Numbers:

Book 1: 0-7434-6311-0



Book 2: 0-7434-6312-9
Book 3: 0-7434-8481-9

Star Trek: The Next Generation

A Time to sow
by Kevin Dilmore and Dayton Ward

Survivors of a catastrophe stranded in
an asteroid belt must make a choice:
continue or give up everything and
rebuild their home planet. The
Enterprise must forge a lasting peace.
ISBN: 0-7434-8299-9

Star Trek: The Next Generations

Genesis Force
by John Vornholt

The Enterprise must restore a planet in
the Genesis Sector after the Genesis
Wave has destroyed hundreds of worlds
in this sector.

ISBN: 0-7434-6502-4

May 2004

Star Trek: The Next Generation

A Time to Harvest
by Kevin Dilmore and Dayton Ward

The Enterprise must stop a civil war
before both sides can destroy each other
and the Enterprise.

ISBN: 0-7434-8298-0

Enterprise — Dadalus® Children
by Dave Stern

Imprisoned by a brutal race and trapped
in a civil war Captain Archer discovers
he will have to cripple his ship again to
recapture the Enterprise.

ISBN: 0-7434-7646-8

All info was taken from the Simon and
Schuster catalogues which can be found
on their website.
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to be on the
(as far as we

What's going
next newsletter
know)

Well... as Captain’s Blood is
released this December, this is of
course a book that should be a
topic. | won®get it before January
but till the next issue I®e
certainly read it. What would you
like to see as Reader’s Choice? Of
course, everyone can write that
main part and hand it in. Just tell
me if you are interested and | give
you the info you need.

For therest it would be best if you
could hand in short summaries
with your own comments of your
favourite books or of books you
have read lately. This newsletter
should be a way of exchanging
thoughts about books we read.

Of course there will be news
about new releases and an
overview about what’s going on on
the website.

Who helped with this issue?

Reviews by

Anja Stenke - Captain’s Peril,
Immortal Coil, River of Blood
Diana Goetsch - I'm working on
that, Star Trek and Sacred Ground



Newsletter Crossword Puzzle
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ACross:

1 name of the ,,owner" of vesselslike Enterprise
3 Scotty’ sfirst name

5 Worf’s son

6 alien kind of ships

10 Klingon weapon, sword

13 Class of ships

14 ... Fenton Mudd

15 Clara Sutter’ sinvisible friend

18 weapon

19 race that occupied the Bajorans

26 on board when Crusher left Enterprise for awhile
27 forbidden planet, ... IV

291Dl ...

30 known as “tear of the prophets’ as well
34 Vulcan aboard a Starfleet vessel

35 traditional Vulcan food

36 red first name of Endar’s son Jono

38 warriors

40 Lutan’swife, living on Ligon 11

41 Odoisa...

42 android

Down:

2 served on Balok’s ship

4 shape shifter on board DS9

7 planet in the alpha quadrant

8 gene manipulated wheat, was on station K-7in TOS
9 Constellation class ship under Picard’'s command
11 doesn't like Klingons

12 Khan ... Singh

16 Data's “father”

17 Data's “brother”

18 Starfleet weapon

20 you get food from it

21 Khan's ship

22 Star Trek Movie

23 Deep Space Nine

24 Chang, Christopher ...

25 Keiko O'Brien was born as Keiko ...
28 phaser like weapon

31 novel by W. Shatner (spaces |eave out)
32 Kirk'swife

33 planet that Sybok was looking for

37 kills and revives Scotty

39 cat
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